Stonehouse Walking Fes�val
Gloucestershire

Friday 10th to Sunday 19th September 2021

St. Cyr’s Church and Stroudwater Canal, Stonehouse. Ebley images.

Free walks for a range of abili�es exploring
our glorious countryside and heritage
www.stonehousewalks.co.uk FB:@stonehousewalkingfes�val
Email: stonehousewalkfest@gmail.com
Tel: 07907 815 343
Funded by “Growing Our Communi�es” Fund
Gloucestershire County Council

Walk Schedule
Date

Start
�me
18:00

Title of walk

Hours

Miles

Grade

Fes�val launch walk

2h

2m

10:00

Mansion expansion

All day

10:30

Family fun walk

14:00

Sunday 12th
September
Sunday 12th
September
Monday 13th
September
Monday 13th
September

Welcome to the 2nd Stonehouse Walking Festival

Notes

E

Start
from
PCP

13.5m

H

PCP

Bring a picnic

2h

2m

E

APT

Bring a picnic

WW2 history walk

2h

2m

E/M

PCP

10:00

Eas�ngton walk

2.5h

5m

E

PCP

Booking required
with Vicki Walker
01453 826334
No dogs please

14:00

Trees of Stonehouse

3.5h

4m

E/M

PCP

10.30

APT

2h

0.5m
0.75m
2-3m

E

14:00

Fair Shares accessible
walk
Stonehouse history walk

E/M

PCP

Tuesday 14th
September
Tuesday 14th
September
Wednesday
15th
September
Wednesday
15th
September
Thursday 16th
September
Thursday 16th
September
Thursday 16th
September
Friday 17th
September
Friday 17th
September
Saturday 18th
September
Sunday 19th
September

10.15

Stonehouse health walk

1h

1-2m

E

CC

14:00

Trees of Stonehouse

3.5h

4m

E/M

PCP

10:00

Selsley Common

All day

7.5m

M/H

PCP

Bring a picnic

14:00

Stonehouse in Bloom

1.5h

2m

E

PCP

Booking required
with Pam Swain
01453 822998

10:00

Amazing eco mystery
tour
Bluebell wood walk

2h

2m

E

PCP

•

All walks start and end in central Stonehouse, exact loca�on given

2.5h

3m

E

PCP

•

1h

2m

E/M

PCP

All day

12.5m

H

PCP

•

Toilets in the public car park including a disabled toilet

14:00

Dusk to dark - nature
walk
I know I’ll never find
another yew
Villages & churches

Parking is free in the Stonehouse public car park just off the High
Street

3h

4m

E

PCP

•

10:00

Boundary walk

4h

7m

E/M

PCP

Some walks require booking as numbers are limited. These are
clearly marked on the programme

08.30

Bird ringing demo at
Stanley Downton STW

1h

n/a

n/a

STW

Sunday 19th
September
Sunday 19th
September

10:00

Stonehouse canal &
Cotswold Way
Canal walk

All day

7m

M/H

PCP

Booking required
with John Callinan
01453 825547
Bring a picnic

1.5h

2.75m

E

PCP

Fes�val finale

th

Friday 10
September
Saturday 11th
September
Saturday 11th
September
Saturday 11th
September

14.30
18:30
10:00

18:00

Grade of Walk
E
Easy
M
Moderate
H
Hard

Starting Points
APT
All Pulling Together
CC
Community Centre
PCP
Public Car Park

The small town of Stonehouse sits alongside the Stroudwater Canal and the
Cotswold Way.
We aim to celebrate the range of walks the Stonehouse area has to offer
with free, guided group walks.

The Walkfest programme includes four grades of walks:
2 routes. Suitable
for wheelchairs.
Booking required
with Vicki Walker
01453 826334

Health Walk: for people who are not regular walkers or are returning from injury
or illness; designed to improve health in a safe, relaxed, and sociable environment.
Easy: mainly level terrain along pavements, footpaths, and fields.
Moderate: short sec�ons with gradients and/or rough terrain; any climb taken at a
relaxed pace.

Bring torch and
warm clothes

GL10 2DB
GL10 2NS
GL10 2NG

Hard: a longer distance, some sustained steeper slopes needing a good level of
stamina.

Contacts and Updates
Any updates will be posted on Facebook and on our website

www.stonehousewalks.co.uk FB:@stonehousewalkingfestival
Email: stonehousewalkfest@gmail.com
Tel: 07907 815 343

Friday 10th September

Fes�val Launch Walk

Saturday 11th September

Family Fun Walk

18:00h

Vineyards, railway, canal & Cotswold Way

10:30h

A walk around the town’s green spaces

Easy

2 hours

2 hours

2 miles

Start: Stonehouse Public Car Park
GL10 2NG

Our launch walk will take us towards the railway sta�on, con�nuing along a footpath parallel to the
railway line. On the way we will be passing by one of the Woodchester Valley Wines vineyards where we
will pick up the Cotswold Way, going over the railway footbridge crossing to the Ebley Road and down
onto the canal at Ryeford. From here we will take the
towpath back to Stonehouse as far as Bridgend, before
returning to Stonehouse via Regent Street to the car
park. Please note that the steps (down) at the railway
crossing are steep.

2 miles
maximum

The walk will end with a picnic. Bring
your own lunch which can be le� at APT
during the walk. Free drinks provided.
Toilets available at start/end of walk.

Walk Leaders: APT Volunteers

Walk Leaders: Jane Frost & Andrew Crabtree

Saturday 11th September

Mansion Expansion Walk

Saturday 11th September

10:00h

Bring a picnic

14:00h

All day

13.5 miles

Hard

Start: Stonehouse Public Car Park
GL10 2NG

Star�ng from the Town Green in Stonehouse we head out east along the Stroudwater Thames and Severn canal taking-in
its industrial heritage. At Dudbridge we start to climb towards Selsley village and then a steep ascent onto Selsley
Common with lovely views northwards towards the Malverns. There are rare orchids and other wildflowers here. Across
the common we cut across the vineyards and drop down towards the Woodchester Valley where we finally enter
Woodchester Park itself (Na�onal Trust). A long trek up the lovely, secluded valley past several lakes brings us out at the
Mansion house (unfinished Victorian masterpiece). There are several op�ons to stop for lunch here and usually the
toilets at the house are available. Lunch is followed by a long slog up the
lane to Coaley Peak where we very briefly pick up the Cotswold Way. The
views from here are spectacular and some�mes there is an ice cream van.
We then drop down through the woodland via a steep sided and
some�mes muddy path and emerge with great views northwards onto
Gypsy Lane. We follow the lane into Leonard Stanley past the church and
pre�y co�ages and cut across country back into Stonehouse.

1.5 - 2
hours

Walk Leader: Neil Gibbs

History Walk - WW2
Booking required with Vicki Walker: 01453 826334

2 miles

Easy/Moderate Start: Stonehouse Public Car Park
GL10 2NG

This walk will take us down Elm Road and across Park Estate to the Midland railway
footbridge. We will walk past the WW2 “shadow factories” to Bond’s Mill. We will
return along the canal to Stonehouse Court, then up past Berryfield to end at the car
park. During the walk the walk leaders will explain the history behind various buildings
and landmarks, and show historic photographs.
Refreshments will be available at Stonehouse Court
or cafés in town.
Maximum 20 walkers; booking required with Vicki
Walker on 01453 826334 or via
info@stonehousehistorygroup.org.uk

This walk includes some steep and challenging climbs and
descents and can be muddy and slippery in places.

Woodchester Mansion. Photo: Ma�hew Lister

Start: All Pulling Together GL10 2DB

This is an accessible walk for buggies and prams, around the town’s green spaces. We
will start at APT, at the junc�on of Park Road & Elm Road. Adults to supervise their own
children while using play equipment at each green space.

To celebrate the launch of the Fes�val there will be a
chance to sample a Woodchester Valley award winning
wine made partly from Stonehouse grapes, or enjoy a
so� drink.

Vines in Stonehouse. Photo: bazzadrambler

Easy

Queen Mary at Sperry 1941. Source:
Stonehouse History Group

Walk Leaders: Vicki Walker & Shirley Dicker from
the Stonehouse History Group

Sunday 12th September

Eas�ngton Walk

Monday 13th September

Fair Shares Accessible Walk

10:00h

No dogs please

10:30h

A gentle, accessible, wheelchair friendly walk

2.5
hours

5 miles

Easy

Start: Stonehouse Public Car Park
GL10 2NG

This is a flat walk along tracks, field paths and some minor roads but there are some
s�les and rough surfaces. We will cross the canal at Ocean Bridge and follow a rough
track and field path to 5-acre wood, before cu�ng across fields to Millend. We will
walk past the mill and round to Eas�ngton Church before detouring to Conygree
Orchard (one of Eas�ngton’s Community Orchards)
for a refreshment break. We will then retrace our
steps to the church and walk across fields to rejoin
the outward route. Bring your own drink and
snack. No dogs please as we will be walking
through fields with cows.

Stonehouse Weir. Photo: Ebley Images

The Trees of Stonehouse

14:00h

The history and importance of trees in Stonehouse
4 miles

Easy

Easy/Moderate Start: Stonehouse Public Car Park
GL10 2NG

The walk will start by exploring some of the interes�ng trees around the centre of
Stonehouse, discussing the social, environmental and economic benefits that urban
trees can deliver. Then we will go through the
fields behind Stonehouse and into Doverow
woods, looking at trees in a woodland se�ng
and in the wider environmental context.

The walk will end with a picnic at APT: bring your
own food. Free drinks available at APT.
Walk Leader: Chris Moore (Fair Shares)
Tel: 01453 760555/ 07810 732379
stroud@fairshares.org.uk.

Monday 13th September Stonehouse History Walk - High Street, canal
and mills
14:00h
Booking required with Vicki Walker: 01453 826334
2 hours

2-3 miles

Easy/Moderate

Maximum 20 walkers; booking required with
Vicki Walker on 01453 826334 or via
info@stonehousehistorygroup.org.uk

This walk will be repeated on Tuesday 14th.
Walk Leader: John Parker
(The Arboricultural Associa�on)

Start: Stonehouse Public Car Park
GL10 2NG

This walk will take us along the High Street to Regent Street and the canal. We will walk
past Upper Mills and Lower Mills and over Nutshell bridge, to Stonehouse Court. There
will be an op�onal opportunity to walk along to Bond’s Mill and back. During the walk
the walk leaders will explain the history behind various buildings and landmarks, and
show historic photographs. Refreshments will be
available at Stonehouse Court.

About two-thirds of the walk will be on the flat;
one-third will be up hills and over the fields.

Trees of Stonehouse. Photo: John Parker

Start: All Pulling Together GL10 2DB

This walk is available for those with mobility difficul�es or needing mobility aids, and
those living with demen�a. Family and carers are welcome. Well controlled dogs are
allowed. Trained volunteers will be on hand for support. At any point if you feel you
need to end the walk or return to the APT offices, we will help you get back. This is a
very gentle walk to enjoy the nature and wildlife
available within a short distance of Stonehouse.
Two routes are offered: 0.5 miles or 0.75 miles.

Walk Leader: Carol Kambites

Sunday 12th September

3-4
hours

0.5 or 0.75
miles

Narrowboat at Ocean. Source: Ken Burgin

Walk Leaders: Vicki Walker & Shirley Dicker
(Stonehouse History Group)

Tuesday 14th September

Stonehouse Health Walk

10:15h
1 hour

Wednesday 15th September Views from Selsley Common
Bring a picnic

10:00h
1-2 miles

Easy or Slow

Start: Stonehouse Community Centre
GL10 2NS

All day

7.5 miles

Moderate/Hard, Start: Stonehouse Public Car Park
taken slowly
GL10 2NG

Health walks are part of the Ramblers ‘Walking for Health’
programme which is a network of short group walks. Our
walks take in the canal and our local area.

Level canal walking towards Kings Stanley,
along the Cotswold Way to Middleyard.
Ascend to Selsley Common for picnic lunch.
Descent to cycle track and return to
Stonehouse.

Two walks are on offer: one easy and one slow.
Refreshments are available in the ‘Busy Bees’ café at the
Community Centre a�er the walk.

Family of Swans at Ocean.
Photo: John Millican

Walk Leaders: Trained Health Walk volunteers

Bring a picnic and drink.

Walk Leaders: Jane Frost & Andrew Crabtree

All Saints Church, Selsley. Photo: R. Cooper

Tuesday 14th September

The Trees of Stonehouse

Wednesday 15th September Stonehouse in Bloom

14:00h

The history and importance of trees in Stonehouse

14:00h

Start: Stonehouse Public Car Park
GL10 2NG

1 - 1.5
hours

3-4
hours

4 miles

Easy/Moderate

The walk will start by exploring some of the interes�ng
trees around the centre of Stonehouse, discussing the
social, environmental and economic benefits that urban
trees can deliver. Then we will go through the fields
behind Stonehouse and into Doverow woods, looking at
trees in a woodland se�ng and in the wider
environmental context.

Booking required with Pam Swain 01453 822998
2 miles
Easy
maximum

Start: Stonehouse Public Car Park
GL10 2NG

This Stonehouse in Bloom walk will introduce you to the various ac�vi�es in which
the Bloomers are involved and will take you to the different projects that the
Bloomers have undertaken since they started in 2015.
We will walk around the centre of the town and go
up Queen’s Road to the Upper Queen’s Road
entrance to the sta�on, walk across the footbridge
and return along Pla�orm 2 to the sta�on steps.

About two-thirds of the walk will be on the flat; one-third
will be up hills and over the fields.

Maximum 20 walkers; booking required: see above

This walk is a repeat of that on Sunday 12th.

Tree Walk at WalkFest 2019.

Walk Leader: John Parker
(The Arboricultural Associa�on)

Stonehouse in Bloom. Photo: Debbie Cur�s

Walk Leaders: Pam Swain & Debbie Cur�s

Thursday 16th September

Amazing Eco Mystery Tour

10:00h
2 hours

Thursday 16th September Dusk to Dark - Nature Walk
Bring a torch, warm clothes and a drink.

18:30h
2 miles

Easy

Start: Stonehouse Public Car Park
GL10 2NG

1 hours

2 miles

Easy/Moderate

A flat walk except for a hump-back bridge. Includes a
brief canal-side rest stop.

A nature walk exploring wildlife, as well as talking about
the forma�on and history of the Doverow Hill landscape.
We will walk up Doverow Hill as dusk approaches to look
for, and chat about, the flora and fauna around the hill.
We will try and spot/listen to the resident Tawny Owl and
take a bat monitor to listen for bats.

An upli�ing walk past green ini�a�ves large and small,
whether in our natural environment, by local businesses,
our town council or out in the community. See newt
ponds and forest gardens and meet the people behind
two green businesses, one up-to-the-minute and one a
hundred years old!

Walk Leaders: Liz Green & Mike Davis

Bird Sculpture. Photo: Russell Sach

Thursday 16th September

Bluebell Wood Walk

14:30h
2.5 hours

3 miles

Easy

Start: Stonehouse Public Car Park
GL10 2NG

The walk takes in the old vicar’s path between the vicarage and the local church,
passing over the Stroudwater Canal with views from Nutshell Bridge in both direc�ons.
Passing two Grade II listed buildings and old paper bag factory; two sec�ons of the River
Frome. Onto a footpath crossing three fields, arriving at Stanley Downtown STW.
Through Bluebell Wood, where in spring the ground is
carpet of bluebells and wood garlic. At French Gardens the
river takes a drama�c right-angle turn. Passing under a
magnificent viaduct we go back over the canal, through the
churchyard, arriving back at the town centre.
Birds previously seen on this walk: Red Kite, Buzzard,
Kestrel, Green and G S Woodpeckers, Greenfinch, Reed
Bun�ng, Blackcap, Dipper and Kingfisher.
Bluebells. Photo: Britney Strange

Walk Leader: John Callinan

Start: Stonehouse Public Car Park
GL10 2NG

Refreshments a�erwards at The Woolpack.

Tawny Owl.
Photo: Mar�n Mecnarowski

Walk Leaders: Rachel & Stephen Armstrong

Friday 17th September

I know I’ll never find another yew

10:00h

Some quite steep and challenging climbs

All day

12.5 miles

Hard

Start: Stonehouse Public Car Park
GL10 2NG

Star�ng from the car park in Stonehouse we head out towards Standish where we cut across country towards Ring Hill
iron age fort. A steep ascent to the top of the escarpment brings us out on the Cotswold Way overlooking Gloucester
and we pass through woodlands towards Edge Common. Expansive views on Edge Common across to Painswick Church
give a hint of what’s to come and we drop down past the Edgemoor Inn and into Painswick itself. Lunch in the grounds
of Painswick church da�ng back to the 1040’s will give you �me to
count the yew trees - see what I did there? Legend has it that there
are 99 yews and that the devil will never allow a 100th to grow.
Refreshments are plen�ful in Painswick, including a decent pub
and toilets. A�er lunch we head down the Painswick Valley to
Pitchcombe where we cross over the A46 and begin a steep and
rather relentless climb back up to the top of the escarpment to
Bird in Hand. From there we pick up the footpath through
Randwick Woods (may see an Alpaca or two) and follow the lovely
tracks back towards Standish Wood with more beau�ful views
across the Severn Valley. Finally, we emerge above Randwick and
follow the Cotswold Way back into Stonehouse enjoying expansive
vistas all the way.

Painswick Church. Photo: John Millican

Walk Leader: Neil Gibbs

Friday 17th September

Villages & Churches

14:00h
3 hours

3.5 - 4
miles

Easy

Start: Stonehouse Public Car Park
GL10 2NG
A gentle walk along paths and some
pavements to look at the villages and
churches of Kings Stanley and Leonard Stanley.

St Swithun’s, Leonard Stanley.
Photo: Chris Gunns

Walk Leader: Theresa Wa�

View of Stonehouse. Photo: Theresa Wa�

Saturday 18th September Boundary Walk

Sunday 19th September Bird Ringing Demonstra�on

10:00h

08:30h

Booking required with John Callinan on 01453 825547

1 hour

This is not a walk!

3-4
hours

7 miles

Easy/Moderate

Start: Stonehouse Public Car Park
GL10 2NG

This walk will follow as closely as possible the
boundary of our civil parish, and will show
Stonehouse in all its variety, from old to new,
industrial to rural, hilltop to canal-side. Mostly level,
apart from an ascent of Doverow Hill which may be
moderate for some. Some stretches could be
muddy.

WalkFest 2019. Photo: Theresa Wa�

Walk Leader: Mike Davis

Stanley Downton Sewage
Treatment Works GL10 3QX

The ringing demonstra�on will involve the ageing and measuring of wild birds and where
possible cover topics such as moult in resident and migratory birds. Examples of data sheets
showing how far birds in Stonehouse travel will be available.
John obtained his first ringing licence in 1969 and started ringing at the STW in about 1978. Since
re�ring he has ringed at STW con�nuously. The site produces
large numbers of swallows, swi�s and mar�ns in the summer
months and large numbers of pied wagtails and meadow pipits in
the winter. Spring and autumn interest is maintained with large
numbers of summer migrants arriving and depar�ng. Occasional
rari�es occur, such as an Asia�c Yellow Browed Warbler,
overwintering green sandpipers and black redstarts.

Pied Wagtail. Photo: Lee Barber

Demonstra�on by: John Callinan

Sunday 19th September Stonehouse Canal & Cotswold Way
10:00h
All day

Thanks
We would like to thank the following organisations and
individuals for their invaluable support:

7 miles

Moderate/Hard Start: Stonehouse Public Car Park
GL10 2NG

Gloucestershire County Council
Stonehouse Partnership

Taking the Stroudwater Canal towards Stroud, into Stra�ord Park, then along
Ruscombe and Westrip footpaths. On to the Cotswold Way, returning alongside the
railway back in to Stonehouse.

All Pulling Together
Stonehouse History Group
Stonehouse Town Council
Fair Shares

Toilets: at Tesco and in Stra�ord Park.

Woodchester Valley Vineyard

Bring a picnic and a drink.

Alison Lusty of Ebley Images
Lucy Roberts at MDL Kelex
Lesley Williams

Walk Leaders: Andrew Crabtree & Jane Frost

Canal at Ebley. Andrew Crabtree.

1 - 1.5
hours

Rachel Armstrong

Fes�val Finale
2.75 miles Easy

Liz Green

Start: Stonehouse Public Car Park
GL10 2NG

The fes�val will conclude with an evening walk including
one of the most scenic parts of the Stroudwater canal.
The walk will be flat except for steep steps at a railway
bridge crossing. We will walk along the edge of the
railway line to join the Cotswold Way, drop down to the
canal at Ryeford Road and return through St. Cyr’s
churchyard. Please note that the second half of the
walk is wheelchair accessible and can be joined at the
canal bridge adjacent to the Upper Mills trading estate
at approximately 18:30h. A�er the walk we will gather
in The Woolpack to mark the end of the fes�val.
Evening view of St Cyr’s.
Photo: John Millican

Jacky Edwards
Petra Bryan

Sunday 19th September Canal Walk
18:00h

Carol Kambites

Walk Leader: Carol Kambites

Barbara Hollman
John Millican
Simon Lewis
All walk leaders

Weekly ‘Walking for Health’ Walks in Stonehouse
Every Tuesday from 10:15 – 11:15
Star�ng from the Community Centre, GL10 2NG
Two walks are offered: easy or slow
Led by trained walk leaders
Refreshments at the Busy Bees café a�erwards:
Coffee 60p Tea 50p Cakes £1

Public Transport

Dogs
Only registered assistance dogs
on leads please, except on tree walks
and the Fair Shares walk, where a
single dog per walker is welcome.
Any dog must be kept on a short lead
at all �mes.

Stonehouse train sta�on

na�onalrail.co.uk 03457 484950
Buses 61, 66, 64 stop in High Street

Walk Guidelines
Please arrive at the start point at least 10 minutes before the stated �me.
We reserve the right to make changes to or cancel walks should unforeseen
circumstances arise, including adverse weather condi�ons or a route becoming
impassable. If in doubt phone 07907 815343 to make sure.
Please consider any health or mobility issues you may have beforehand and
advise walk leaders of any concerns you may have before se�ng off, or discuss by
phone in advance on 07907 815343.
You are responsible for your own safety and for determining your ability to
complete the chosen walk.
A�endance on a walk is at your own risk.
Walks can take longer than es�mated e.g. large numbers of walkers / difficult
condi�ons underfoot / need to change the route slightly due to path closures.
A responsible adult must come with vulnerable people & under 18’s.
Please dress appropriately for the weather and wear suitable footwear. Leaders may
refuse to accept par�cipants who in their opinion are ill equipped or unfit.
Please do not walk ahead of the walk leader.
Only registered assistance dogs on leads please unless stated otherwise, in which
case one well behaved dog per person is allowed. Dogs must be kept on a short lead
at all �mes.
There will be rest stops during the walks so do bring some water, a snack and/or
packed lunch.
On some walks public toilet facili�es may not be available a�er the start of the walk.
Photos may be taken during walks by the walking fes�val organisers and may be
used for future publicity purposes.
Printed by MDL Kelex, Unit 16, Stroudwater Business Park, GL10 3SX

